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Chipping Campden School

State school - Chipping Campden, GL55 6HU

3 Secondary & Co-ed & Ages 11-18 i= 1,480 pupils

n an area boasting great state secondary schools, parents feel this one has
I the edge pastorally and in the breadth of curriculum and extracurricular.
Exceptionally friendly too. ‘What a waste of money that was, lamented a
parent whod sent her older child to a local private school and her younger

child here — “This one is far better.’
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Entrance

ver 400 apply for 225 year 7 places. They arrive from over 30
O primaries (85 per cent from nine of them, the rest coming in ones and
twos). Usual priority to looked-after children, then SEND, exceptional
medical conditions, inside catchment with siblings, inside catchment without
siblings, children of staff, outside catchment with siblings and finally outside
catchment without siblings. Families mainly six miles from the school,
straddling Gloucestershire, Warwickshire, Worcestershire and Oxfordshire —

90 per cent are coached in.

Around 60 join at sixth form. To study A levels, they need five grade 5s at
GCSE, including in English (lit or language) and maths. To study Cambridge
technical qualifications (or a combo of these and A levels), they need five 4s
including English and maths. Some A levels have additional subject-specific

criteria (eg grade 6 for maths).
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Exit

third leave after year 11, mostly for colleges including Stratford and
A Hartpury, plus some apprenticeships. The school used to lose a lot to
the local grammars but higher achievers now tend to stay. Seventy per cent of
sixth formers to university, 40 per cent to Russell Group. Cardiff and Cardiff
Met recently popular, along with Warwick, Oxford Brookes and Manchester.
Six to Oxbridge in 2025, and one medic. Real breadth of courses — everything
from archaeology to zoology. Increasing number of degree apprenticeships —

sixth formers told us of a ‘really good talk by a recent leaver who is doing one’.

Teaching & learning

xceptional breadth, with GCSEs in astronomy, dance, Latin, business
E and food tech, plus level 2 qualifications in I-media, marketing and
enterprise, health and social care, music tech, and food and cookery (in
addition to food tech GCSE). In sixth form, CTEC:s in digital media,
business and PE (latter two also available as A levels), plus BTECs in media,
in addition to 20 A levels. ‘Everyone can come here and do well, whatever
that means for them,’said a parent. In my case, my child doesn't like exams

but can still succeed.’



Unusually, they contact every student’s primary school to find out what MFL
they’re doing before being allocated either French and German or French and
Spanish in year 7, from which one or both are continued from year 9. Around
65 per cent take a language at GCSE (and all three are offered at A level),
with double figures for dual linguists, and a few taking three — helped by
school offering native languages, recently Russian, Polish and Ukrainian.
Students like that MFL is set; also the case for maths. One parent told us of
her son’s teacher ‘keeping it a surprise to tell him he was moving up a level
until parents’ evening, then made the effort of introducing him to his new

teacher’.

Most take nine GCSEs, which 15-20 per cent of the year group increase to 10
via separate sciences (and another 20 per cent top it up to 11 with an extra
language, additional maths or twilight GCSEs). Business is popular, along
with drama, history and geography; maths, physics, music and geography do
best. In sixth form, 80 per cent take three subjects, the rest four — and most do
either core maths or EPQ_(recent examples include one on conspiracy
theories and another on a portrayal of LGBTQ+ characters in classical vs
modern day literature). Film and media, English, business and economics all

popular; physics, music, maths and history do best.

Students told us of ‘constant encouragement’ from teachers in ‘engaging’
lessons. “‘Wrong answers don’t matter; trying does,’ said one. ‘When I asked
my child whod theyd like to buy end of year presents for, it was the majority!”
said a mother. We saw lots of five-minute breakout discussions and marking
tests as a group, plus some acting out — common for studying Shakespeare, say
students, which everyone learns from year 7. Classrooms are inspiring — many
decorated with flags, bunting, displays and even global football team shirts

and inflatables hanging from the geography room.



iPads in heavy use during our visit — ‘We all have one,’said our tour guides.
Homework ‘light in lower years, picking up quite dramatically from 9’,
students told us. Termly ‘flight paths’ keep parents informed, and when grades
pick up, it’s noticed — “We had a letter home from the principal for most

improved student.’

‘When I asked my child who'd they’d like to buy end
of year presents for, it was the majority! said a
mother

[atest results

In 2024, 24 per cent 9-7 at GCSE; 52 per cent 9-5 in both English and
maths. At A level, 22 per cent A*/A at A level (46 per cent A*-B).

Learning support & SEN

welve per cent of students are on the SEN register; 51 EHCPs. SEMH
T is the biggest area of growth; cognition and learning the biggest need
overall. SENCo is also assistant principal (‘a massive advantage to have a voice
on the SLT”), supported by assistant SENCo, three higher-level TAs (each
with different specialisms) and the equivalent of 13.5 full-time TAs. A
dyslexia specialist sorts out screening and access arrangements, and there’s a

literacy intervention co-ordinator and EAL expert.



The team used to be based in a hut in a field, but the SENCo was having
none of it. Now, they’re centrally located in the Hive, a standalone building
with several classrooms, offices and small sensory room where we saw of
students receiving one-to-ones. Group interventions also available (in
anything from maths and English to socialising and communication skills)
and there are drop-in sessions in eg dyslexia awareness, breakfast club and a
quiet place to hang out at lunchtime. Next up, the school is considering
acquiring a property across the road for students with EBSA. ‘We've got to
evolve and acknowledge that not every child can attend school, although the

ultimate aim is to get them back into lessons,’ says SENCo.

Parents feel ‘grateful for the amazing support here’ and ‘very involved’— some
of them recently assisted on a neurodiversity training day. They like the ‘tiered
support’ for SEMH and phonics ‘which the kids can move up and down
according to need’. One, whose child moved here in sixth form, said, ‘We had
real challenges getting basic accommodations in place in the last school, but
here everything happens quickly, is normalised and he’s not treated as an
exception.” Another told us, ‘T don’t think he'd be in education if he wasn’t

)

here.

We saw several students in wheelchairs throughout the school.

The team used to be based in a hut in a field, but the
SENCo was having none of it. Now, they're centrally
located in the Hive




Arts & extracurricular

ood uptake for the 80+ clubs, especially in KS3 (including among
G pupil premium students, not always the case in other schools). “They’re
great for making friends,’ parents told us. Alongside traditional options (sports
most popular), there’s robotics, Warhammer, lifesaving and Sudoku, among
others. ‘I was pleased with myself for completing one in three minutes,’ says
principal, ‘only to find someone else did it in 45 seconds! DofE easily the

most popular in the area, running right through to gold.

Performing arts centre includes superb theatre with all the mod cons, plus
black box studio where we found year 8s immersed in character development.
Lots of expressive faces and voices. ‘So good for their communication skills,
resilience and key language which all feeds back into their GCSEs,’ the
teacher pointed out. Upstairs, there’s another drama room plus dance studio.
Two main performances a year — Peter Pan next for KS3, while the whole-
school production (Alice in Wonderland most recently) sees lead roles for
KS4/5 with younger ones bagging support and chorus roles. Incredible
quality,’ say parents, ‘and it’s very student led — even the conductor is a

student.” Around 60 take drama at GCSE; up to 10 at A level.

Music facilities less snazzy but include two classrooms and practice rooms for
the 16 per cent that learn an instrument (free for pupil premium). Good mix
of classical and contemporary, with ensembles for jazz and guitar, plus
orchestra, junior choir and chamber choir. Three music concerts a year — if the
young chap we heard practising the oboe is anything to go by, parents are in
for a treat. Over 20 for GCSE and up to 10 for A level.



Art and photography taught by four practising artists (including a potter)
across three well-appointed rooms (one for sixth formers) — and there’s a
separate textiles room where younger students were making trousers. ‘We try
to keep topics relevant to their lives, said one art teacher, eg year 8 were
looking at memes. Sixth formers we met were all working on different
projects, with music playing softly in the background. Over 100 for GCSE,
and a good 20 for A level.

Two DT rooms in full use when we visited — one parent told us of her ‘very
mechanically minded child” having the time of his life ‘chopping up wood,
using drills, melting metal etc’. Across the corridor, aromas of toad in the hole
tempted us into the two food tech rooms. ‘Okay, okay, come back at break if

you want to eat them,’ said the teacher, lighting up her students’ day.

Trips less ad hoc than they were, with 90 per cent now listed and costed up at
the start of the academic year. Skiing to Canada for 100 recent students — one
parent was amazed to get a phone call just to double check something about
her child: ‘So impressive to call me from all that way.’ Netball trip to Paris
popular (includes Disneyland), as are Berlin Christmas markets and language
exchanges. World Challenge most recently to Vietnam and Cambodia. Nearer
to home, many are low or no cost — Slapton for geography, Science Museum
in London etc — and they’ve brought in more sport (recently to Twickenham,

where year 11s played and watched rugby).

There’s a separate textiles room where younger
students were making trousers. ‘We try to keep
topics relevant to their lives,’ said one art teacher
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Sport

ome feel the school is ‘really sporty’, others less so. But all commend the
S facilities including fitness suite, gymnasium, sports hall, tennis courts,
all-weather pitch, netball courts and large green field — all in use during our
visit. Football, rugby, netball, hockey, rounders, athletics and cricket are taught
on rota, ‘so it doesn’t matter too much if you don't like one,’as one student
pointed out. Swimming and a little water polo in own pool. Some parents
would like more rugby. Handball and softball going great guns, and they even
do a bit of American football. Perhaps not the best at rugby, but football does
well in the regular fixtures — and in keeping with the school’s focus on
inclusivity, a spot on the team isn’t impossible just because you don’t do that
sport at club level. Super-curricular options for elite and they have some
national champions, eg current runner for England. Sports day tickets like
gold dust — ‘All the parents want to go’. Good on equal opportunities — ‘My

daughter asked why there is no rugby club and so they ran one.’
QA
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Pastoral care, inclusivity & discipline

astoral care is the backbone of the school. Form tutors move up the
p school with each class, and every year group has a non-teaching
pastoral year leader overseen by a director of learning. There are two
counsellors, and students can sign up to be peer mentors and subject
ambassadors. Digby the school dog has a long list of volunteer year 7 walkers
— and readers too (one having come on a treat as a result). Parents say ‘you can

ring up about the smallest thing and they’ll listen’.



School describes behaviour as ‘the top end of good’, saying it would be
‘outstanding were it not for some low-level disruption in KS3 which we’re
working on’ (eg two members of senior staff now dip into lessons to keep
things in check). Parents say ‘boundaries are clear’ and students feel the rules
‘all make sense, even if you don’t think so in year 7 or 8!" Parents praise school
for ‘recognising when something is an SEN need, not a behaviour need’.
Litter pickings now used for uniform infringements. Usually around 70

suspensions a year, and a couple of permanent exclusions.

We loved the rewards system — in addition to house points, there are postcards
home that go in a lucky dip at the end of term, with prizes including a round
of golf at the swanky local golf club. Campden credits also coveted — students
had won themselves a movie with popcorn in the theatre on the Friday
afternoon of our visit, with a minibus trip to McDonalds for those with the

most achievement points.

“You won't find a more inclusive school,’ we kept being told. Four ‘ministries’
(made up of students and staff) include one on just that and every week has a
theme — misogyny when we visited, for which we observed a year 9 assembly
on toxic masculinity. The Diana Award scheme is a big deal — students had
recently attended a talk in London on bullying. Reflecting the area, it’s
noticeably white but it doesn’t stop the school educating around different
cultures, and there are also neurodiversity assemblies, odd socks for Dyslexia
Awareness Day etc. No LGBTQ#+ society, but students told us of friends who

are openly gay and that trans ‘wouldn’t be an issue’.

Digby the school dog has a long list of volunteer year
7 walkers — and readers too (one having come on a
treat as a result)




Pupils & parents

W e met vibrant, charming and good-humoured students. ‘A lovely

environment where teenagers can be teenagers — all respectful,
good fun,’ as one parent put it. Chipping Campden is among the 20 most
affluent towns in the country, but 88 per cent of the school’s families live
outside these picture-perfect streets in surrounding towns and villages with
more average levels of deprivation. “‘We have everything from
multimillionaires to those that barely have two pennies to rub together.’
School is keen to sustain dialogue with them — its latest move is to invite
parents in for tea and coffee and to visit lessons, ‘so they can have more

meaningful conversations at home about school’. Parents say the school is

‘very organised, especially considering how many pupils there are’ and that ‘if

staff don’t know the answer to your question, you still get a friendly reply to

say they’ll look into it — and they do’.
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Ethos & heritage

ne of the 50 oldest schools in the country, CCS
O was founded in 1440 as the legacy of local
benefactors John Fereby, Sir Baptist Hicks and George
Townsend. In 1927, it moved from its original location on
the high street to its current, more tucked-away spot
nestled among residential streets. Highlights including the
4G pitch, performing arts centre, pool and two fully
equipped Mac suites, where year 7s were doing games
programming. The sixth form centre has its own modern
refectory and two large study spaces (one silent and
supervised). The library is big on workspaces but quite
short on books — although 10 out of 10 for the displays
including Pride, graphic novels and romance. One student
told us she helped run book club. Science labs a mix of old

and new — some students would like more practicals.

So what’s the best thing about the school, we asked both
parents and students. “The friendliness,” we kept hearing.
We saw reception staff petting a mum’s excitable dog,
while at every turn staff checked in on how students were.
“They seem to really enjoy their jobs — and they stay a long
time,’ said one parent, while several younger students told
us they arrived knowing nobody ‘but made friends
instantly’. Parents like that you see ‘quirky characters
among staff and students — the message is you don’t have

to fit a mould’.

1440

Foundedin



Food, served in the main hall, is popular — we loved our
chicken curry and fruit salad. T'll be honest, the vegetarian
options were thin on the ground but I raised it and they’ve
improved it,’ said one of our tour guides. Some would like
more healthy options — ‘and why do they put feta on all
the salads?” wondered one student. ‘We're teenagers!” Like
many students, we opted for an early lunch (happily
dodging the long queues) at morning break (11.20am) as

lunchtime is quite late (1.50pm).

So what's the best thing about the school, we asked
both parents and students. ‘The friendliness,’ we
kept hearing
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Headteacher

Principal
Gareth Burton

ince September 2023, Gareth Burton. Many heads tell us they ‘fell into’
S teaching but this one really did. A ‘northerner born and bred’
(Yorkshire), he got ‘pretty average GCSE results and nearly dropped out of
sixth form college’ before applying to university ‘only because my parents and
a teacher were so relentless with their encouragement to do so’. Stuck a finger
on the UCAS pages and landed on Exeter, only realising on his way to the
interview that hed applied for a maths teaching degree instead of pure maths.
Turned out he loved it. ‘If anyone understands the different educational

journeys of students, it’s him,’said a parent.

After cutting teeth in two London schools, he and his girlfriend (now his
wife, also a teacher, with whom he has two teenage girls) moved to the
Cotswolds where he joined CCS as a maths teacher, rising through the ranks
to head of house then assistant head before leaving in 2012 to become deputy
head and then head at Bournside School, Cheltenham, then head at the
Wordsley School, Dudley. ‘When I was offered the headship back here, at the
place where it all began, I thought about it for all of about 30 seconds.’



An excellent communicator and relentlessly positive, he is described by
parents as ‘empathetic’, ‘always friendly’ and ‘willing to muck in, including
with car park duty’— although he insists that ‘our school is the great place it is
because of all of us’and that he ‘cant believe my luck’ that he’s paid to do what
he does. I said as much to a colleague this week,” he told us. “The sun was
shining, and we were standing on the edge of the field where 1500 kids were
having fun and where you can see for miles. It doesn’t get better than that.’
Acknowledges, however, that it’s not all a bed of roses — in particular, hed like
to see more consistently high results and if anything keeps him awake at

night, it’s the current financial situation for state-maintained schools.

Believes ‘life is for living’, having run six marathons (one last year) and now
embracing his ‘new passion’ for triathlons. Used to play rugby — now settles for
watching it, ‘my team being the cherry and whites of Gloucester rugby’. He’s
also an avid reader and enjoys travelling the world and cooking (especially
fiery chicken Pad Thai).

Relentlessly positive, he is described by parents as
‘empathetic’, ‘always friendly’ and ‘willing to muck in,
including with car park duty’
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The last word

n an area boasting great state secondary schools, parents feel this one has
I the edge pastorally and in the breadth of curriculum and extracurricular.
Exceptionally friendly too. ‘What a waste of money that was,’ lamented a
parent whod sent her older child to a local private school and her younger

child here — “This one is far better.’



