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Sociology A – Level – Spring/summer 2022
The aim of this collection of tasks is to give you an understanding of some of the core issues in choosing Sociology A level. For example, the application of traditional theories to contemporary society. To give context to the subject content chosen for you to investigate – read the specification that is available on the AQA website. 
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/sociology/specifications/AQA-7191-7192-SP-2015.PDF
You can complete the tasks by downloading this document and typing your responses beneath the instructions. Reformat to your own design if you wish. You can use a range of sources to research your answers.  Try using 
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology you are looking in ‘collections’ for resources that are free. 
And http://www.sociology.org.uk/
Using research, sociology attempts to validate explanations of the structure of society and the experiences of its different groups. Theorists hold assumptions about the forces that influence us and the best way to investigate them. Some approaches believe that the wider society moulds and buffets the individual, whilst others view people as having the ability to evaluate the influences that they are subject to. In light of this some researchers like to record the rich details given to them from a personal perspective, others believe analysing population trends are worthwhile.
One issue that you might want to consider – We will be studying society in an academic way. We will need to be objective in dealing with viewpoints that maybe new to us or ones that we do not necessarily share. Think of the impact that your experience has had on you. Where do your beliefs and opinions come from? 
[image: ]Watch these clips - do they challenge your viewpoint or reinforce it?
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-52354765/ex-porn-star-and-activist-explores-men-s-rights-issues
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-51742336/dirty-streaming-the-internet-s-big-secret
Sociology encompasses explanations that ignore power as a concept in society – potentially an issue in itself for those who feel that an apparently neutral stance is deceptive and those whose ideology broadly commits them to left or right wing thinking. Some people feel that ‘big ideas’ have gone out of fashion as we are accessing more complex and less traditional/conventional or binary identities. Please forgive me – your summer work may not cover a great range of those!
Please do not panic if the ideas and terms of this package present as complex. It will be a new subject to the majority of you. Keep an open mind ……
Using a range of sources define/ outline the following concepts

1. Social structure
1. Primary socialisation
1. Secondary Socialisation
1. Culture
1. Attitudes
1. Beliefs
1. Norms
1. Ideology
Theoretical perspectives: Functionalism
Functionalism is a ‘consensus theory’ of societal functioning. It focuses on the need for social order
· [image: ]Functionalists use the ‘organic analogy’ to explain how society works. Find out what this means and explain it.
· A key theorist from this approach is Emile Durkheim.  Write a brief biography of Durkheim
· Complete the glossary of functionalist terms.
· Social solidarity
· Collective consciousness
· Anomie
· instrumental relationship
· Particularistic standards
· Universalitic standards
· Value consensus
· Ascribed status
· Achieved status
· [image: Robert K. Merton - Vikipedi]Equality of opportunity
· Meritocracy

[image: ]Robert K Merton (1938) explained crime and deviance as a consequence of blocked opportunity to access the goal of success and materialism as epitomised in the ‘American Dream’ – what about the American dream in the 21st century?
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5Znku2qeGA
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxS31Sa8y-Q
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KogCxJoUweE

Theoretical perspectives: New right
The New Right refers to a collection of right – wing ideas that advocates neo – liberal economics, anti –welfarism, a belief in traditional morality and minimal government interference. 
Define the following terms:
· Conservatism
· Free market economics
· Charles Murray is a New right thinker – write a short biography of Charles Murray 
· Outline some of Charles Murray’s views on society.





Theoretical perspectives: Marxism
[image: ]Marxism is a conflict theory of societal functioning. It focuses on the economic divisions that characterise society
· Write a brief biography of Karl Marx 
· Define the Marxist terms
· Epoch
· Capitalism
· Bourgeoisie
· Proletariat
· Class conflict
· False consciousness
· Ideology
· Ideological State Apparatus
[image: ]Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9FaOKNpAiIM
[image: ]Read for interest http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/461545.stm
https://www.ft.com/content/cf6532dc-4c67-11e8-97e4-13afc22d86d4
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/apr/20/yanis-varoufakis-marx-crisis-communist-manifesto
[image: ]Watch 63 Up  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bHXVsQfw4AE 
This is a great documentary series for a good range of perspectives – class, gender and a little ethnicity.
Theoretical perspectives: Feminism
Feminism is a conflict theory of societal functioning. It focuses on the gender divisions that characterise society
Define patriarchy
There are four broad feminist explanations for the inequalities and social differences experienced by women. Make a chart and explain what is meant by Liberal feminism, Radical feminism, Marxist Feminism and Difference Feminism
[image: ]Read https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/jun/22/the-age-of-patriarchy-how-an-unfashionable-idea-became-a-rallying-cry-for-feminism-today



Theoretical perspectives: Labelling Theory
Labelling theory is an example of a social action theory, also known as interpretivism. This approach takes a ‘micro – approach’ - the focus is on individuals or small groups rather than the relationships between social structures.
· A Key labelling theorist is Howard Becker. Write a brief biography of Becker
· Define the terms
· Master label
· Self -fulfilling prophecy
· Folk devil
· Moral panic

Theoretical perspectives: Post modernism
Postmodernist believe that a new type of society dominated by media and consumption has evolved out of modern industrial societies during the past 30 years. There is a mistrust of grand theories such as religious or scientific discourse to explain how societies work.
Define globalisation
Summarise the key ideas of Jean Baudrillard including ‘simulcra’ and ‘hyper – reality’ 
[image: ]Read for interest https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2011/sep/20/postmodernism-10-key-moments
[image: ]
Paper 1 Education:

Make an analysis of this summers’ GCSE and A level results: 
· Refer to newspaper reports. Include reports from 2 tabloid newspapers and 2 broadsheets for each set of results.
· What were the headlines? Summarise the main points made by each report.
· Who were the sources quoted in the articles and what did they comment on?
· Organise the material you have referred to into fact and commentary.
· Expand your analysis by searching the internet for references to the educational experiences/ attainment of males/females, working class/middle class students and students from an ethnic minority background.
· Refer to 2 sources for class, gender and ethnicity and outline their content.

Paper 2 Family
The BBC news website has a section titled ‘Family and Education’ – Select two stories not related to education that have attracted your interest and summarise them. Give the headlines and the date that they appeared.
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