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INTRODUCTION 

 
 

The purpose of this booklet is to give parents and students information about the subjects 
that may be studied in Years 10 and 11 at Chipping Campden School. It is also designed to 
guide students in their choice of subjects so that they have a good all-round education, as a 
basis for future learning and training. 

Please read the booklet carefully then, if you have any questions or queries, speak to your 
Tutor, Subject Teachers, Director of Learning for the Middle School, Mr Bond or indeed, Mr 
Rushworth, Vice Principal. 

The Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) Curriculum 

The majority of the timetable is used to deliver the core curriculum subjects of Maths, 
English, Science and Physical Education. The remainder of the time, 20 periods per fortnight, 
is taken up studying four ‘option’ subjects, chosen from those in this booklet. 

Students will also experience a programme of sessions across each year covering health, 
relationships, social education, citizenship, religious education, ICT skills and careers. 

Please note: there will be a minimum class size for an option course to be viable: the 
appearance of an option course in this booklet is not a guarantee that it will run. 

The majority of the option courses lead to GCSE qualifications. These are now graded 
numerically 9 – 1, roughly as per the diagram below. A grade 4 is a ‘standard pass’ (a low C 
under the old system), and a grade 5 is considered a ‘strong pass’ - this equates to an old 
C/B. ‘Level 1 qualifications’ equate to grades 3 – 1 and ‘Level 2 qualifications’ equate to 
grade 4 and above. All students will be taking almost all of their exams in May and June of 
2025. 
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Making Appropriate Choices 

It is important that, when choosing subjects for Years 10 and 11, students seek to maintain a 
broad and balanced curriculum and think ahead to how they will be continuing their studies 
in Years 12 and 13. All young people are required to stay in education or employment with 
education until the end of the academic year in which they turn 18. Many subjects are 
offered at both GCSE and A Level. There are some subjects that can be picked up at A Level, 
such as Government and Politics, Media Studies or Psychology. 

All our students use Unifrog at school and this is a good source of information about post-16 
progression. Equally, the advice section of the website www.theuniguide.co.uk contains a 



great deal of up to date information which may help students to ensure that their GCSE 
choices give them the widest possible suite of options from Year 12 onwards. STEM subjects 
(Sciences, Technology, Engineering and Maths) are highly recommended both by 
government and industry both for boys AND girls in ensuring students are well prepared for 
the world of work. Design Technology therefore sits well alongside Science and Maths. 

Options Pathways 

To ensure we are supporting our students in making choices that develop their learning to-
date and best prepare them for post-16 decisions we have three different options 
‘pathways’ (ascribed to the Chipping Campden colours). They are outlined below: 

Blue pathway 

We believe that those on the blue pathway should be pursuing both a foreign language and 
a course from the Humanities suite of qualifications. These facilitating subjects, together 
with the core of English, Maths and Science, provide a strong preparation for study at A-level 
and beyond. This set of options will enable students to foster a broad ‘core’ of skills, whilst 
maintaining the possibility of pursuing two further areas of personal strength. The 
Government has identified this suite of qualifications, which is called the English 
Baccalaureate or ‘EBacc.’ Students are considered to have achieved the EBacc if they gain 
strong passes (grade 5 or above) in the three core subjects, a Modern Foreign Language and 
either History or Geography. At our school, we include Religion and Philosophy as a 
‘Humanity’ and value it highly, yet it ought to be clear that those wishing to achieve the 
EBacc will require either Geography or History to complete this qualification. 

White pathway 

Many of our students on this pathway will naturally pursue the EBacc qualification through 
their option choices on this pathway and we would encourage them strongly to do so. We 
still believe the extended core of a Modern Foreign Language and Geography and/or History 
sets students up to be well-rounded individuals and we therefore guide students to choose 
at least one of these. Students on this pathway then have three further option choices 
through which they can pursue the EBacc qualification but there is no requirement for 
students to do so, as the skills pursued in these subjects may not represent the best 
preparation for their anticipated next steps. 

Yellow pathway 

For a small number of our students, a combination of GCSE and Level 1 courses may be more 
appropriate options and we have therefore constructed an offer that is tailored around 
maintaining a breadth of curriculum, supporting academic progress and preparing 
appropriately for post-16 choices. As with the other pathways, students will still need to 
choose one of the extended core of Geography, History and/or a Language. However, 
beyond that, the choices include a suite of level 1 and 2 courses in addition to all the GCSEs. 

How will I know if I have got my options? 

Once all Year 9 students have indicated their preferred courses, we will finalise the timetable 
blocks based on a ‘best fit’ analysis so that the majority of students will be given the 
opportunity to follow their first-choice courses. If a student’s pre-selected reserve option 
needs to be pursued or if we have any queries about the choices a student has made, a 
member of the pastoral staff will discuss the situation with that student and contact parents 
too. All students will receive a letter confirming their option choices in the summer term. 

 
 



 
 

OPTIONS – Helping you make the right choices 

 
This decision is undoubtedly the biggest one you have yet had to make about your 
education. You should ensure that you get all the advice and guidance that you want before 
making your decisions. You will be more successful in Years 10 and 11 if you are happy in 
your work, and that means making the right choice for you. 
 
Talking this decision over with your parents, subject teachers, other members of staff, 
friends and older students are all valuable ways to make sure that you’re doing the right 
thing. In the end, it is you that will have to live with the consequences of your choices. Here 
are some DOs and DO NOTs you should be aware of before you start: 
 
DO NOT choose a subject to be with your friends. 
Your friends may have different career ambitions, strengths or talents to you. There is also 
no way to guarantee that the combination of subjects that you each choose will lead to you 
being in the same group. 
 
DO NOT choose a subject because you like your teacher. 
The chances that the same teacher will be teaching you in Year 10 are slim at best. In most 
subjects there will be more than one group; your favoured teacher will probably teach one 
of them, but not necessarily the one you are in. 
 
DO make the right choices first time. 
It can be very difficult to alter choices once they have been assigned. If you change a subject, 
it often means that other subjects and teaching groups have to change, too. For example, 
changing from Drama to History may mean changing your French, Religion and Philosophy, 
and Geography group. This is not helpful to you or your teachers. 
 
DO NOT choose a subject because you think it is easy. 
Students make this mistake every year; there are no easy subjects. 
DO tell us if you have made a mistake. 
If you have second thoughts about your choices, let us know. Although still not easy, 
changes this year are preferable to changes once the courses are under way. 
 
DO pick courses that suit your style. 
The descriptions of subjects let you know what the course will be like. Choosing a new 
subject like Business Studies may be a great idea for you, but you really ought to know what 
it is all about first. Talk to current Year 10 and 11 students and to the people who’ll be 
teaching it. 
 
DO NOT panic! 
Although this is an important decision and making choices is difficult, you should try not to 
put yourself under too much pressure. There are always some students who simply cannot 
make a choice. Don’t worry, we will help you make the right choice 
 

 
 

 
 



      
 

    CORE SUBJECTS 
 

 
 
 

English  
 
Mathematics 
 
Science:   
 
  Either  Combined Science  
  OR  Separate Sciences 
   
 
 
 
Life Learning and P.E. (non-examined) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE   

AND GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE  

 
The English Department enters all students for English Language GCSE and the English 
Literature GCSE.   
 
AQA GCSE English Language 
In Year 10, students extend the learning cultivated in Key Stage 3 by developing the ability to 
communicate clearly, accurately and effectively in both speech and writing.  They learn how 
to employ a wide-ranging vocabulary, use correct grammar, spelling and punctuation and 
develop a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.  Learners are 
also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to further their 
awareness of the ways in which English can be used.  The English Language GCSE also 
develops more general analysis and communication skills such as synthesis, inference and 
the ability to order facts and present opinions effectively. Students will study a range of 
diverse fiction and non-fiction texts. 
 
Exams taken are: 

• Paper 1- Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

• Paper 2- Writer’s viewpoints and perspectives  

• NEA- Spoken Language  
 
AQA GCSE English Literature 
The GCSE English Literature course is taught alongside the GCSE English Language course.  
The syllabus enables learners to read, interpret and evaluate texts through the study of 
literature in English.  Learners develop an understanding of literal meaning, relevant 
contexts and of the deeper themes or attitudes that may be expressed.  Through their 
studies, they learn to recognise and appreciate the ways in which writers use English to 
achieve a range of effects and will be able to present an informed, personal response to the 
material they have studied. 
 
There are two exams students sit, and the texts we currently study are detailed below: 

• Paper 1- Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 
o William Shakespeare, Macbeth 
o Robert Louis Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

• Paper 2- Modern Texts and Poetry 
o Kit de Waal, My Name is Leon  
o Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology  
o Unseen Poetry 

 

    
 



 

 
GCSE MATHEMATICS  

 
 
All students continue to study Maths and undertake their GCSE examination at the end of 
Year 11. The focus of the 2 years in Key Stage 4 is for students to develop greater depth of 
understanding of the maths concepts already studied and to broaden their knowledge, 
tackling new topics within the GCSE syllabus. The mathematical content that students study 
is split into five strands of Maths: number, ratio and proportion, algebra, geometry and 
measures, statistics and probability. The exam specification we follow is Edexcel. 
  
Students need to be able to answer 3 styles of questions: to use and apply standard 
techniques; to reason, interpret and communicate mathematically and to solve problems 
within mathematics and in other contexts. This last style consequently preparing our 
students for the application of Maths beyond the classroom.  
  
There are three papers: one non-calculator and two with a calculator. Each paper is equally 
weighted. The examinations are differentiated into two overlapping tiers of entry: 
Foundation and Higher.  The new grades available are: 
  

  Grades 

Foundation (tier F) 1 - 5 

Higher (tier H) 4 - 9 

  
The final decision concerning which tier a particular student should take will be made in 
February of Year 11.  
  
All students are expected to bring all appropriate mathematical equipment to every lesson 
and exam to ensure they can access all of the work. The essential equipment for maths is a 
pen, pencil, ruler, protractor, pair of compasses and a scientific calculator. The department 
recommends Casio calculators as they are very user friendly but be aware that graphical 
and equation solving calculators are not permitted in GCSE examinations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
GCSE SCIENCE 

 
 
 
The Science curriculum at Key Stage 4 offers a choice of courses and we hope to match 
students at Chipping Campden with the most suitable course for them. 
 
The courses currently available are Combined Science (2 GCSEs) or the Separate Sciences (3 
GCSEs). 
 
Based on their performance over the remainder of Year 9, students will be attributed to the 
most suitable Science option by their Science teachers, but it is nonetheless wise to read 
through the options described below. GCSE Science courses have been delivered to all Year 9 
pupils since September last year. 
 
 
 
 

 
1.  GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE 

 
 
 
This course will involve studying for 2 linked GCSE awards known as Combined Science. 
 
There are 6 examinations and all are sat at the end of Year 11. Each paper is of an equal 
value (16.6%) towards the final grade. There will be 2 Biology, 2 Chemistry and 2 Physics 
papers and will consist of structured, short answer questions. There will be a higher 
mathematical demand in the new assessment structure. 
 
There is no longer a controlled assessment unit. Practical work will take the form of 17 
core practicals, which must be completed by the students in class and will be assessed 
within the exam papers and make up 15% of the marks.  
 
The Combined Science Award gives students the opportunity to gain 2 linked GCSE 
qualifications and is sufficient to allow entry onto A Level Science courses, provided the 
minimum entry grade is achieved. 
 
It is anticipated that the majority of our students will follow this option. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2. GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCES 

 
 

 
Separate Sciences will be available to the most able scientists in Year 9. This course will be 
fast paced and demanding and will involve studying Biology, Chemistry and Physics as 
separate GCSE subjects. Each of the GCSEs consists of 2 written examination units worth 
50% each of the overall grade. 
 
All examinations are at the end of Year 11 and consist of structured, short answer questions. 
The new assessments also have a higher mathematical demand. 
 
There is no longer a controlled assessment unit. Practical work will take the form of 8 core 
practicals for each award. These must be completed by the students in class and will be 
assessed within the exam papers and make up 15% of the marks. 
 
This option gives students the opportunity to gain 3 GCSEs in total and is most suited to 
those who want to enter more challenging scientific careers e.g. scientific research, 
medicine, engineering and veterinary science or those who strongly anticipate following A 
Level Science courses, however it is not an essential entry requirement for these courses. 
 
This course is reserved for our most able students. Those selected to pursue this option 
will likely be on 'flightpath A' for Science and must have a keen interest in studying Separate 
Sciences as well. Teacher recommendation will be the guiding factor in ensuring students’ 
suitability for this course. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     OPTION SUBJECTS 
 
 
 

(Alphabetical order by subject) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
BTEC FIRST CERTIFICATE IN ANIMAL CARE 

 
 
Do you like working with animals? We have a long tradition of animal husbandry at Chipping Campden 
School and are continuing this through the BTEC Tech Award in Animal Care course.  
 

You will study and learn to care for a range of small mammals, farm animals and exotic animals. We have 
excellent relationships with many local farms and organisations, and visits will take place to see how the 
industry runs. There will be trips to local colleges to see where your studies could lead you. In addition, 
we will attend the Three Counties Show in Year 10 to see how our studies link to businesses, organisations 
and the wider community. 
 

 
 
The Course 
This is a fully accredited course with grades from Level 1 Pass to Level 2 Distinction*. Whilst 
predominantly on offer at Level 1 to those on the Yellow pathway, there may be some scope for some to 
partake at Level 2. The course is practically based and wherever possible we will maintain the experiential 
“learning by doing” approach. In order to accommodate visits to local smallholdings and farms, places will 
be restricted to a maximum of 16. 
 

Components include animal handling, animal housing and accommodation and animal health and welfare. 
 

There will be an emphasis on personal responsibility, working safely within set guidelines and the ability 
to work independently, as well as part of a team. 
 

Assessment 
Much of the course (60%) is assessed through non-exam internal assessments. These are structured 
assessments set by BTEC and allow students to apply their knowledge and skills to specified scenarios. 
These are internally assessed by school staff and externally quality assured by BTEC. There are strict 
deadlines for submitting this work so good attendance is essential and ability to stick to deadlines is a key 
skill. The final 40% of the course is assessed at the end of Key Stage 4 in a two-hour exam on animal 
health and welfare. This component builds on the learning from the internally assessed units and requires 
learners to know about signs of good and ill health in animals; the causes, transmission and treatment of 
common diseases in animals; the different health and monitoring checks that need to be carried out and 
why; the use of animals in society; and the related ethical and legal aspects  
 

Work Experience 
Whilst not essential it will be beneficial to arrange your Year 10 work experience in an appropriate animal 
related setting and we have a range of contacts who may be able to help with this. 
 

Is it for me? 
It will be great fun! However, you must have a genuine interest in working with animals and have a caring 
personality, along with a sensible and mature approach and not be worried about ‘getting your hands 
dirty’. You will have to be highly motivated and be able to show a commitment to animal welfare, 
including involvement in a care rota for our school-based animals.  
 

For more information see Mrs Jeal or Miss Gisbourne 

 



 
GCSE ART 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Whether you are interested in a career in graphic design, 
architecture, advertising, illustration, fashion and a wide 
range of other creative job opportunities; or you’d just 
like a more hands on and creative subject choice, Art 
could be the subject for you! 
 
During the 2-year GCSE course, you 
will be introduced to a wide range 
of media (including clay, oil pastel, 
chalk, printing, acrylic paint, 
photographic digital image 
manipulation and more). Your 
creative skills and control will be 
developed through workshop 
sessions and demonstration, 
building your confidence and 
helping you to produce successful, 

imaginative and diverse work.  
You will be introduced to a range 
of exciting artists, modern and 
traditional, and will have the 
opportunity to produce work in 
response to these artists. 
You will also be able to explore 
your own, creative ideas in 
response to a theme of your 
choosing. 

 

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE? 

• One unit of “assessed coursework”. This is completed between 
September in Year 10 through to December in Year 11.  It will include 
recording from life, developing ideas, looking at the work of other 
artists and a final piece or pieces. Coursework is worth 60% of the 
final GCSE grade. 

• Exam: You have 10-12 school weeks to produce supporting work 
(Ideas, planning, media development etc) in class and at home, 
linking to a theme of your choice from the exam paper. You then 
have 10 hours, spread over 2 days, to create a piece of work in 
response to your chosen theme. The exam is worth 40% of the final 
GCSE grade. 

 
IMPORTANT THINGS TO CONSIDER: 

• HOMEWORK: Homework is a VITAL part of the GCSE course. It feeds 
into what you produce in class and will help you to develop work 
independently. You will be expected to spend AT LEAST 1 hour a 
week on this work. Poor homework organisation is the biggest single 
factor influencing the success and stress levels of our GCSE students. 
A positive homework routine is essential. 

• DEADLINES: We have structured the course to try and help you 
manage your workload. Another factor influencing success and stress 
levels in the subject is when deadlines are not kept. Good 
organisation and communication with your teacher are very 
important. 

 

If you would like to talk through the Art GCSE in more detail, or you would 
like to look more closely at a unit of work to see exactly how much work is 
involved, please feel free to speak to your art teacher. 

 



 
GCSE ASTRONOMY 

(After school class, Thursdays 3.30pm-4.30pm) 
 

 
GCSE Astronomy is a fantastic introduction to astronomy.  In 
this course, students learn the theory behind what can be 
seen in the night sky and have the opportunity to make their 
own observations.  Planets, moons, comets, stars, galaxies, 
even the future of the universe – it’s all covered! 
 
GCSE Astronomy is run once per week from 3.30pm to 
4.30pm on a Thursday evening and so does not take up an option block but is a totally extra 
GCSE.  There are also specialist evenings and days offered throughout the year for more 
observation and theory sessions.  This GCSE class runs once per week, with two final exams 
at the end of Year 11, and only one contact hour per week means we move fast.  In order to 
take part, students need to receive teacher recommendation for commitment, enthusiasm 
and meeting homework deadlines.  Places are usually capped at 25 students. 
 
GCSE Astronomy is a very useful supporting course to the main Science courses, as it helps to 
develop independent learning as well as mathematical, analytical and observation skills.  It is 
also an excellent GCSE in its own right. 
 
Subject content 

 
 

 



 
GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES 

 
 
OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Business is an up-to-date and engaging qualification that is relevant to 
the world of business today. This qualification equips learners with the skills and confidence 
to explore how different business situations affect business decisions. It is a well-rounded 
introduction to the subject. The qualification will encourage learners to make informed 
choices about a wide range of further learning opportunities and career pathways as well as 
develop life skills that enable them to become financially and commercially aware. 
 

 
Business 1 seeks to develop students understanding of Business Enterprise.  They will learn 
about the different types of businesses and those who have an interest in the business’s 
success. There will be an opportunity to develop a greater understanding of the role 
recruitment and training has in the business, the importance of motivating staff within the 
organisation and the role of Employment Law.   
 
In addition to this, students will develop their knowledge of the role of marketing within the 
business and will examine the key areas of marketing including market segmentation, 
market research, and the marketing mix. 
 
Business 2 seeks to understand the role of Production.  It examines key areas including 
methods of production, quality, Consumer law, and Business Location.  This allows the 
student to build on this by examining Break Even as well as a range of important financial 
areas such as Profit & Loss, Cash Flow, and Sources of Finance.  
 
In addition to this, students will examine the wider Business environment and look at the 
role of the government, global factors, and the importance of Business ethics. 
 
 
 
 
 
Teachers: Miss S Blackwell, Mr J Slattery, Mr R Steeds, Mr D Gibbens 
 
 
Exam Board: OCR  Course Code: J2401 
 
 
 
 
 

Business 1: Business Activity, 
Marketing and People.  
 
(80 Marks. 1 Hour 30 Minutes paper) 
 

50% of GCSE 

Business 2: Operations, Finance and 
External Influences on Business. 
 
(80 Marks. 1 Hour 30 Minutes paper) 
 

50% of GCSE 



 
GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE  

 
 
Computer Science is of enormous importance to the economy, and the role of Computer 
Science as a discipline itself and as an ‘underpinning’ subject across science and engineering 
is growing rapidly. Computer Science is a well-respected and highly academic discipline. 
Computer technology continues to advance rapidly and the way that technology is 
consumed has also been changing at a fast pace over recent years. The growth in the use of 
mobile devices and web-related technologies has exploded, resulting in new challenges for 
employers and employees.  
 
GCSE Computer Science content overview: 
 
Component 01: Computer systems 
Introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, 
data representation, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and 
system software. It also looks at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns 
associated with computer science. 
 
Component 02: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming 
Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 01. They develop skills 
and understanding in computational thinking: algorithms, programming techniques, 
producing robust programs, computational logic and translators. 
 
Practical programming 
Students are to be given the opportunity to undertake a programming task(s) during their 
course of study which allows them to develop their skills to design, write, test and refine 
programs using a high-level programming language. Students will be assessed on these skills 
during the written examinations, in particular component 02.  
 
Note: There is no coursework, students are expected to hand write code in the written 
exams. 
 
This course suits academically able students who have an enquiring mind and enjoy problem 
solving. A strong mathematical ability is also essential. This course is heavily based around 
computer programming and should only be taken by students who are willing to learn 
several programming languages and devote their own time to their studies.  
 
This course is recommended if students are considering taking Computer Science at A Level. 
  
Assessment Components: 
 
2 x 1 hour 30mins written exams – 50% weighting each 
 
 
Exam Board: OCR    Course Code: J277 
 
Contacts: Mrs Clarke, Mrs A Tudor 
 
 



 
CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL CREATIVE iMEDIA  

 
 
Creative iMedia equips students with the wide range of knowledge and skills needed to work 
in the creative digital media sector. They start at pre-production and develop their skills 
through practical assignments as they create final multimedia products. 
 
Cambridge National Creative iMedia content overview: 
 
R093: Creative iMedia in the Media Industry – Exam 
Students learn about the media industry, digital media products, how they are planned, and 
the media codes which are used to convey meaning, create impact and engage audiences. 
 
R094: Visual identity and digital graphics – Coursework 
Students will learn to how to develop visual identities for clients and use the concepts of 
graphic design to create original digital graphics to engage target audiences. 
 
R097: Interactive digital media – Coursework 
Students will learn how to plan, create and review interactive digital media products. 
 
This course is 60% coursework based and is an alternative route to the more academic GCSE 
Computer Science. It builds directly onto the creative computing foundations taught at KS3.  
 
This course is a good basis for students who are interested in pursuing careers in web design, 
games design, digital art, photography, marketing and media. 
  
Assessment Components: 
 
1 x 1 hour 30mins written exam – 40% weighting 
2 x moderated coursework projects – 60% weighting total 
 
 
Exam Board: OCR    
Course Code: J834 
 
Contacts: Mrs C Clarke, Mrs A Tudor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GCSE DANCE (after school) 

 
 
 
Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to develop their 
creative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous experience in 
the subject. 
 
This new specification recognises the role of dance in young people’s lives and students will 
study a range of dance styles. They can choose any style of dance to perform and 
choreograph in, providing it meets the assessment criteria. 
 
The study of the anthology of professional works will develop their ability to critically 
appraise dances of different styles and cultural influences and provides a springboard for 
engaging practical tasks.  
 
Subject content: 
 

• 3.1 Performance 30% of GCSE 

• 3.2 Choreography 30% of GCSE 

• 3.3 Dance appreciation 40% of GCSE written exam 1 hour 30 minutes  

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
GCSE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY (Textile Products) 

 
 
 

Course outline  
During the two-year course, you will experience how to create, select, manipulate, and apply a range 
of techniques to a variety of fabrics. Textiles allow you to work in multi-disciplinary ways to create 
ideas, materials, and techniques for different applications. Textile designers also play an important 
role in the world of fashion, theatre, performance, and interior design. You will learn to; apply a 
creative approach to problem solving; consider and develop original ideas from initiation to 
realisation; analyse critically your own work and the work of others; express individual thoughts and 
choices confidently; take risks, experiment, and learn from mistakes.   
  
You will also be expected to study a range of materials including papers, cards and boards, timber, 
metals, and polymers for your final Exam. You will also develop an understanding of systems, 
programmable components, and mechanisms to support any potential design solutions you may 
develop later.   
  
You will complete an iterative design challenge using fibres and fabrics where you will ‘explore’ real 
needs and contexts, ‘create’ solutions and ‘evaluate’ how well the needs have been met and the 
problem solved.  “Explore, create, evaluate” is a process that occurs repeatedly as design iterations 
are developed to continually improve the outcome, building clearer needs and better solutions, 
meaning ideas and prototypes can be developed into successful products in the future.   
  
You will learn about wider design principles and the effect of design on users and the world we live 
in. You will then develop a deeper knowledge and understanding of specific materials and related 
techniques and processes, to construct working prototypes and achieve functioning design solutions, 
through the study of existing designs.   
  
The content also requires you to apply mathematical and scientific knowledge, understanding and 
skills. This content reflects the importance of Design & Technology as a pivotal STEM subject.  
  
Assessment – Exam Board AQA 8552  
  

Non- Examined Assessment  Exam  

50%   50%  

100 marks  100 marks  

30 – 35 hours  2 hours  

Learners will choose from three open and real-
world contexts that will enable them to create a 
prototype and a portfolio of evidence to support 
their outcome using fabrics and fibres.  

A single examination component with questions 
covering both ‘core’ and ‘in-depth’ content. 
Questions offer full access to all learners 
regardless of their practical experiences in the 
subject  

  
Please note that it is not possible to study both GCSE Design and Technology (Timber Products) and 
GCSE Design and Technology (Textile Products) as they are the same qualification.  
  
The key differential is the material area selected for the NEA aspect of the course.  
  
There is a maximum class size of 20 students for this course. The course will only run if numbers are 
viable.  
  
Staff contacts: Mrs. K Padfield-Bayley and Mr. L Harding  
 



 

 
GCSE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY (Timber Products) 

 
 
 

Course outline  
  
During the two-year course, you will study a range of materials including fabrics & fibres, papers, 
cards and boards, timber, metals, and polymers. You will also develop an understanding of systems, 
programmable components, and mechanisms to support any potential design solutions you may 
develop later.   
  
You will learn about wider design principles and the effect of design on users and the world we live 
in. You will then develop a deeper knowledge and understanding of specific materials and related 
techniques and processes, to construct working prototypes and achieve functioning design solutions, 
through the study of existing designs.   
  
You will complete an iterative design challenge using timber where you will ‘explore’ real needs and 
contexts, ‘create’ solutions and ‘evaluate’ how well the needs have been met and the problem 
solved.  “Explore, create, evaluate” is a process that occurs repeatedly as design iterations are 
developed to continually improve the outcome, building clearer needs and better solutions, meaning 
ideas and prototypes can be developed into successful products in the future.   
  
The content also requires you to apply mathematical and scientific knowledge, understanding and 
skills. This content reflects the importance of Design & Technology as a pivotal STEM subject.  
  
Assessment – Exam Board AQA 8552  
  

Non- Examined Assessment  Exam  

50%   50%  

100 marks  100 marks  

30 – 35 hours  2 hours  

Learners will choose from three open and real-
world contexts that will enable them to create a 
prototype and a portfolio of evidence to support 
their outcome using timbers.  

A single examination component with questions 
covering both ‘core’ and ‘in-depth’ content. 
Questions offer full access to all learners 
regardless of their practical experiences in the 
subject  

  
Please note that it is not possible to study both GCSE Design and Technology (Timber Products) and 
GCSE Design and Technology (Textile Products) as they are the same qualification.  
  
The key differential is the material area selected for the NEA aspect of the course.  
  
There is a maximum class size of 20 students for this course. The course will only run if numbers are 
viable.  
  
Staff contacts: Mrs. K Padfield-Bayley and Mr. L Harding  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
GCSE DRAMA  

 
 
The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Drama is an exciting and inspiring course; it is hard work, but great fun too!  
You will gain a thorough understanding and appreciation of how to create meaningful and successful 
drama and theatre. In order to succeed, you must have a genuine interest in drama and theatre, be highly 
committed, enthusiastic and willing to work collaboratively at all times, with the other members of the 
group.  
 
Throughout the course you will study and work with a range of skills, genres, forms and styles.  You will 
learn and work practically with the theories of important Theatre Practitioners and study a range of play-
texts, learning how to interpret & realise the texts upon the stage. You will attend live theatre 
performances, further developing your experience as an informed and thoughtful audience member.  
 
You will have the option to work practically as performers and/or designers in Components 1 and 2.  You 
will investigate a practitioner or genre of drama and work collaboratively with others to develop ideas, 
experimenting with dramatic conventions, forms and techniques to produce a piece of original theatre. 
You will also have the opportunity to participate in the performance of an extract from a play text. At the 
end of the course, in Component 3, you will need to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
drama, including your ability to interpret texts for performance, as a performer, designer and director in a 
final written examination, having explored a set text practically.  
 
Assessment objectives: 
AO1: DEVISE: Create & Develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical performance. 
AO2: PERFORM:  Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance. 
AO3: INTERPRET: Demonstrate knowledge & understanding of how drama & theatre is developed & 
performed. 
AO4: ANALYSE & EVALUATE: Analyse & evaluate your own work & the work of others. 
 
Component 1 - Devising Theatre  
Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated                  40% of qualification - 60 marks  
Students are required to devise a piece of original theatre in response to a stimulus, using either the 
techniques of an influential theatre practitioner or the characteristics of a genre of drama.  
Students will perform their devised piece, keep a portfolio of evidence and write an evaluation under 

controlled conditions. 

Component 2 - Performing from a Text  

Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner                  20% of qualification - 60 marks  
Students are required to participate in a performance from a text. Learners will gain a deeper 
understanding of how to interpret a text for performance and realise artistic intentions. 
Students will perform their piece for a visiting examiner and submit a short account of their intentions for 
their piece before the exam. 
 
Component 3 - Interpreting Theatre  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes                                                               40% of qualification - 60 marks  
This component requires students to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of how drama and 
theatre is developed and performed through the study of a set play-text.  You will also be required to 
evaluate one given aspect of a live theatre performance, which you have seen during the course.  
 
Pupils who have studied drama gain many transferable skills, which are highly valued in numerous 
professions & occupations, such as: critical & creative thinking; performance; problem solving; 
presentation skills; task & time management; teamwork; risk-taking; empathy & leadership. Pupils who 
have studied GCSE Drama have followed further education & degree courses in: Acting; Directing; T.V. & 
Film production; Law; Medicine; Business; Media; P.R.; Advertising; Marketing & Journalism, to name but 
a few. 

 
 



 

CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN ENTERPRISE AND 
MARKETING - LEVEL 1/LEVEL 2 OCR 

 

 
This qualification is for learners who wish to develop applied knowledge and practical skills in enterprise 
and marketing. It is designed with both practical and theoretical elements, which will prepare learners for 
further study or the place of work. Students should not choose Business Studies GCSE if they pursue this 
course. 
 
What will the learner study as part of this qualification?  
All learners will study three mandatory topics as follows:  
 
➢ Enterprise and marketing concepts  

By completing this unit, learners will understand the main activities that will need to happen to 
support a start-up business and what the key factors are to consider when starting up a business. 
  
Learners will understand how and why customer segmentation is used and how to target a customer 
market. They will also develop an understanding of how to attract and retain customers, the 
techniques to use when developing products and how to investigate what makes a product viable.  
 
This unit is assessed through a 1 hour 30-minute External examination 

 
➢ Design a business proposal  

This unit will provide learners with the skills and knowledge to design a product proposal to meet a 
business challenge scenario. Learners will be able to identify a customer profile for their own product 
design, develop market research tools and use these to complete market research for their product.  
Learners will use their research outcomes to generate product design ideas, assess their strengths 
and weaknesses and work collaboratively with peers to gain feedback to inform final design 
decisions. Learners will complete financial calculations to select a pricing strategy and determine 
whether their proposal is viable.  
 
On completion of this unit, learners will have gained some of the essential skills and knowledge 
required when considering starting a business, but also the transferable skills of self-assessment, 
providing and receiving feedback, research and evaluation.  
 
This will be assessed through Portfolio evidence. 

 
➢ Market and pitch a business proposal  

This unit will provide learners with the skills and knowledge to create a brand identity and 
promotional plan for their product proposal, developed in the previous unit. They will be able to 
pitch their product proposal to an external audience after completing a practice pitch and complete 
a review of both their pitching skills and product proposal, using their learning from this 
qualification, self-assessment and feedback generated.  
 
By completing this unit, learners will know how to use a combination of branding and promotional 
methods that complement each other and appeal to a specific customer profile. They will gain the 
crucial skills of professionally pitching to an unknown audience. This will help to prepare them both 
for employment situations such as interviews and for starting up a business in the future, while also 
developing the transferable skill of presenting information to others in a clear and persuasive 
manner. 
 
This will be assessed through portfolio evidence. 

 
Students will be awarded an overall grade based on the marks obtained in all 3 units. The grades are 
Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and pass. 
 
Teachers: Miss S Blackwell, Mr J Slattery, Mr R Steeds, Mr D Gibbins   Exam Board OCR 
 



 
GCSE FILM STUDIES 

 
 
Film is an important part of many people's lives. Those who choose to study it characteristically bring with 
them a huge enthusiasm and excitement for film which constantly motivates them in their studies.  
 
The WJEC Eduqas specification in GCSE Film Studies is designed to draw on learners' enthusiasm for film 
and introduce them to a wide variety of cinematic experiences through films which have been important 
in the development of film and film technology.  
 
Learners will develop their knowledge of US mainstream film by studying one film from the 1950s and one 
film from the later 70s and 80s, thus looking at two stages in Hollywood's development. In addition, they 
will be studying more recent films – including independent and global releases. 
 
The WJEC Eduqas specification in GCSE Film Studies aims to develop knowledge and understanding of:  

• the ways in which meanings and responses are generated through film  

• a contrasting, culturally diverse range of films from different national contexts  

• film as an aesthetic medium  

• how films reflect the social, cultural and political contexts in which they are made  

• the relationship between film and film technology over time.  
 
In addition, the specification aims to enable learners to apply their knowledge and understanding of film 
to filmmaking or screenwriting. 
 
It is not surprising that many consider film to be the major art form of the last hundred years and that 
many feel it important to study a medium which has such a significant influence on the way people think 
and feel. 
 
Scheme of Assessment: 
 
There are two exams and one piece of coursework. 
 
Component 1: Exam 
Key Developments in US Film  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  
35% of qualification 70 marks 
 
Component 2: Exam 
Global Film: Narrative, Representation and Film Style  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  
35% of qualification 70 marks 
 
Component 3: Coursework 
Production Non-exam assessment Internally assessed, externally moderated by WJEC  
30% of qualification (prodFilm Suction, 20%, evaluative analysis, 10%) 60 marks 
 

NB The viability of running this course is subject to sufficient numbers signing up. Should there be a 
lot of interest, places will need to be capped.  
 

Teacher Mrs V Edmunds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
NCFE LEVEL 1 CERTIFICATE FOOD & COOKERY SKILLS 

 
 
This qualification is designed for learners with an interest in food and cookery. It will provide learners 
with experience of using different cooking techniques and methods to enable them to use these 
within Further Education or apprenticeships. It will give them a basic understanding of the skills 
required for a career in food. Students should not choose Food Preparation & Nutrition at GCSE if 
they pursue this course.  
  
V Certs are combined Level 1 and Level 2, to recognise the achievements of pupils of all   
abilities. They’re graded from Level 1 Pass, Merit, Distinction, through to Level 2 Pass,   
Merit, Distinction, Distinction*, which is the equivalent to GCSE grades 8.5-1.  
  
This qualification will promote the learner’s understanding of:  
• health and safety relating to food, nutrition and the cooking environment   
• legislation in the food industry   
• food provenance   
• the main food groups, key nutrients and what is required for a balanced diet   
• factors that affect food choice   
• recipe development and how recipes may be adapted   
• applying practical cooking skills and techniques   
• the importance of planning a menu and action planning   
• catering for people who have specific dietary requirements   
• evaluating completed dishes  
  

  
Assessment Breakdown  

Assessment  Graded  Marks Awarded  Time   Weighting  

Non exam 
assessment  

Internal 
(externally 
moderated)  

96  16 hours 30 
minutes  

60%  

Written exam  External  80  1 hour 30 
minutes  

40%  

 
Contact: Miss Buckingham  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Do you have an interest in food and cooking?  If so, this new GCSE Food Preparation and 
Nutrition course could be for you! 
 
It is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure you 
develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, the origin of food and the working 
characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing your 
practical cookery skills to give you a strong understanding of nutrition.  
 
Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics: 

• Food, nutrition and health 

• Food science  

• Food safety  

• Food choice 

• Food provenance (origin) 
 
How is it Assessed? 
 
Written exam 50% 
 
100 mark paper with a selection of multiple choice and written answer questions covering 
theoretical knowledge from the five core topics above.  
 
Two non-exam assessments  
 
Task 1 – Food investigation 15% 
A practical investigation into the working characteristics and properties of ingredients and 
assessed via a report, including photos.  
 
Task 2 – Food preparation 35% 
You will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a period of three 
hours, planning in advance.  You will produce a portfolio including photographic evidence of 
the dishes made. 
 
Please note: You will be required to provide your own ingredients as necessary and also 
have suitable clothing e.g. CCS apron to protect your uniform. 
 
More information can be found at www.aqa.org.uk  

 

Contact: Mrs V Simper & Miss L Naughton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION 

 

http://www.aqa.org/


 
GCSE Further Mathematics 

(After school class, day TBC 15:45-16:45) 
 

 
 
 
This qualification offers students the opportunity for 
stretch and challenge that builds on the Key Stage 4 
curriculum and is as an additional qualification to GCSE 
Mathematics, not a replacement. This qualification 
stretches high achieving students by assessing their 
higher order mathematical skills, particularly in 
algebraic reasoning, thus preparing them fully to 
maximise their potential in further studies at Level 3/A 
level. The content assumes prior knowledge of the Key 
Stage 4 Programme of Study and covers the areas of 
algebra and geometry in greater depth and breadth.  
  

 
GCSE Further Maths is run once per week from 3.45pm to 4.45pm on an evening TBC and so 
does not take up an option block but is an additional GCSE. This specification is intended 
for students who have a high ability in, and are motivated by, mathematics. With the 
increased challenge and rigor of the course beyond that of GCSE and only one lesson per 
week means that only competant mathematicians with a great work ethic will cope. 
Therefore, in order to take part, students need to be ranked in the top 20% of the year in 
their Key Stage 3 Exams for Maths and have consistenly very positive ATLs as well as a 
recommendation from their Maths teacher.   
 
GCSE Further Maths is examined with two equally weighted exams at the end of Year 11.  
 

 
 

NB The viability of this course running is subject to sufficient numbers signing up and if there 
is a lot of interest, suitability will be decided on an individual basis. There is no video about 
this course. If you have further questions please ask your maths teacher or contact Ms 
Jones. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GCSE GEOGRAPHY 

 
 
 

The GCSE course is designed to help students develop a greater awareness and a better 

understanding of the changing world in which we live. The course will enable students to 

examine a range of places, environments and geographical patterns. It will provide a 

framework in which they can place and apply their knowledge at a local, national and global 

scale. Students will travel the world from the classroom, exploring case studies in the United 

Kingdom (UK), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs). Topics 

of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power and 

the challenge of sustainable resource use. Students are also encouraged to understand their 

role in society, by considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes 

The assessment will be conducted through 3 written exams. All students will sit the same 

exam paper. (There are no tiers).  

The exams include multiple choice, short answer and extended prose questions. 

 
Living with the physical environment.   Exam Paper 1 
 
Section A: The challenge of natural hazards. (Tectonics, Tropical Storms, Extreme 
Weather in the UK. 
Section B: Physical landscapes in the UK (River and Coastal Landscapes). 
Section C: The living world (Ecosystems, Tropical Rainforests and Cold Environments). 
 
Challenges in the human environment.   Exam Paper 2 
 
Section A: Urban issues and challenges (Urban growth, Urban Change in the UK, Urban 
Sustainability). 
Section B: The changing economic world (Global variations in wealth, Changes in the UK 
economy). 

Section C: The challenge of resource management (Global distributions of food, energy and 
water, Energy Issues). 
 
Geographical applications.   Exam Paper 3 
 
Section A: Issue evaluation (A resource based assessment). 
Section B: Fieldwork (Questions based on 2 pieces of fieldwork, conducted during the 
course. (One physical and one human). 
 
Throughout the whole course Geographical skills will be introduced and applied. 
Geography at GCSE allows students the opportunity to develop and apply IT, 
communication, literacy, numeracy and research skills. Geography is a very flexible subject, 
which has application in a wide variety of occupations. 
 
 
 
 



 
CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN 

 HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
 

 
This course is a vocational qualification and equivalent in value to a GCSE and contains both practical 
and theoretical elements. If you choose this course, you will have the opportunity to visit local Health 
and Social Care settings, e.g. pre-schools and nurseries. The course 
is industry relevant and geared to the key sector requirements. 
 
Is this the right subject for me? 
If you are interested in working with people or want to care for and 
help others this may be the course for you. Our course gives you the 
background knowledge and skills needed by anyone considering 
working with people. 
 
You will: 
• learn through investigation 
• develop knowledge and understanding about health, social care and early years 
• develop effective verbal communication and presentation skills 
• learn about and understand the world you live in 
 
Qualification Structure 
There are 3 mandatory units: 
Unit RO32 – Principles of care in health and social care settings 
Unit RO33 – Supporting individuals through life events 
Unit RO35 – Health promotion campaigns 
 
Examination & Coursework 
You will complete all 3 units, over the two years. 
There is one 1 hour written paper (RO32) and 2 coursework units. 
This means that all the assessment is based on work you have carried out recently. 
 
Breadth and progression 
This course is ideal preparation for progression to more detailed study of health, social care and early 
years. 
 
After this course you can continue your studies in one of the following ways: 

• An A Level course 

• A BTEC National qualification 

• Cambridge Technical Qualification 

• Apprenticeships 

•  
More Information can be found at www.ocr.org.uk 
 
For more information, contact: Mrs H Gregory or Mrs H Greenall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/


 
GCSE HISTORY 

 
 

The AQA 8145 syllabus (www.aqa.org.uk/history) enables students to study different aspects of the 
past, so that they can engage with key issues such as conflict, understand what drives change and 
how the past influences the present.  We cover three eras of history (Medieval, Early Modern and 
Modern) over three timescales (short, medium and long) and in four different places (local, British, 
European and the wider world).  Assessment is broken into two exams, both worth 50%: Paper 1 
Understanding the Modern World and Paper 2 Shaping the Nation. 
 
Assessment Objectives: 
AO1: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the period studied. 
AO2: explain and analyse cause, consequence, change and/or continuity over time. 
AO3: analyse, evaluate and use sources of evidence (from the time, e.g. a diary or a painting) to 
answer questions, using own knowledge of the period to explain the evidence. 
AO4: analyse, evaluate and make judgements about interpretations (people’s opinions of the past) to 
answer questions, using own knowledge of the period to explain how and why interpretations may 
differ. 

 Topic Description  
Assessment 

% of 
Final  
Grade 

Paper 1 Modern World  Written exam 1hr 
45 mins 
84 marks 

50% 

Section A 
Period Study 

1A America 
1840-1895 
Expansion and 
Consolidation 

Focus is on the development of America during fifty-five years of 
change.  It was a period of expansion to the west and consolidation of 
the United States as a nation.  Political, economic, social and cultural 
aspects as well as the role of ideas, individuals and groups in shaping 
change will be explored.  Interesting topics such as Plains Indians, the 
American Civil War, President Lincoln and the Battle of Little Big Horn 
will be explored. 

Six questions 
40 marks 

25% 

Section B 
Depth Study 

Conflict and 
tension in Asia, 
1950-75 

This study will enable students to understand the complex and diverse 
interests of different countries, the ideologies they represent and how 
they were affected by international relations.  Students will study, in 
detail, the causes and events of the Cold War in Asia as well as why it 
proved difficult to resolve tensions.  The two topics are the Korean 
War 1950-53 and the conflict in Vietnam from 1954-1975. 

Four questions 
40 marks 
4 SPAG 

 

25% 

Paper 2 Shaping the 
Nation 

 Written exam 
1hr 45 mins 
84 marks 

50% 

Section A 
Thematic 
Study 

2A Britain: Health 
and the people 
C1000 to present 
day 

The aim of this unit is to use medicine and public health to study 
change over a long period of time.  Although the focus is on Britain, 
students will have an opportunity to see how ideas and events in the 
wider world affected Britain.  Students will use factors such as war, 
religion, government and science to explain change and continuity 
over the period.  Interesting topics include, the Black Death, Islamic 
surgery, vaccination, the 1875 Public Health Act, x-rays, the 1917 
influenza pandemic and the development of the NHS. 

Four questions 
40 marks 

 

25% 

Section B 
Depth study 
with the 
historic 
environment 

Norman England 
C1066-c1100 
 
 

This topic studies the arrival of Normans and the establishment of 
their rule.  We will focus on major aspects of Norman rule, assessing 
their economic, religious, political, social and cultural impact.  
Interesting topics include the Battle of Hastings, castles, the Harrying 
of the North, monasticism and the building of abbeys.  10% of this unit 
is based on ‘historic environment’.  Students will be assessed on a 
specific historic site such as a castle.  We will aim to visit the site (or a 
similar one) in order to support our study.  Students will be expected 
to understand the ways in which the site represents the Norman 
period. 

Four questions 
40 marks 
4 SPAG 

 
 
 

25% 

 

If you have any questions, please see  
Mrs Kingswood, Ms Keir, Mr Banwell, Mrs Gregory or Miss Wilkes. 

 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/history


 
GCSE MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

French, German and Spanish 
 

 
With business, trade and travel being so vital both within Europe and across the world, more 
and more young people will have the opportunity to spend at least some time working 
abroad. Many companies in this country will require their employees to be competent in a 
European language in order to deal with trading links. 
 
A modern Foreign language has been included as part of the English Baccalaureate 
qualification, designed to ensure that all students have the opportunity to study a broad 
core of subjects. Having a GCSE language qualification is, therefore, highly regarded by 
universities and further education establishments, and is indeed, now a requirement for 
many. 
 
We therefore give high priority to language learning, placing emphasis on oral confidence, 
comprehension and communication skills in realistic situations. Students will also develop 
their cultural knowledge of target language countries and are encouraged to take part in 
biennial visit to France, Germany or Spain.  
 
The AQA GCSE syllabus is as follows: 

1. Contexts covered: 

• Identity and culture 

• Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

• Current and future study and employment 

2. The examination will assess a candidate’s ability to: 

• Understand and respond to different types of spoken language  

(listening comprehension – 25%) 

• Communicate and interact effectively in speech for a variety of purposes 

(speaking exam – 25%) 

• Understand and respond to different types of written language  

(reading comprehension – 25%) 

• Communicate effectively in writing for a variety of purposes  

(written exam – 25%) 

3. GCSE Modern Languages have a Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) and a Higher Tier 

(grades 4-9). Students must take all four elements at the same tier.  

Keen linguists who would like to continue with two GCSE Languages will have the 
opportunity to take two languages within the Option system or an after-school GCSE in 
French. However, students who do not choose one Modern Language within the Option 
scheme will not be eligible to access this opportunity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GCSE MUSIC 

 
 
The three key components of performing, composing and appraising studied during KS3 
form the backbone of GCSE music: 

• Performance is worth 30% 

• Composing is worth 30% 

• Listening and Appraising is worth 40%. 
 
Performance 
You will perform regularly throughout the course but your two or three assessed 
performances have to take place during your Year 11.  One of your pieces must be an 
ensemble piece and the minimum time is 4 minutes for both pieces combined.  You can 
perform on any instrument in any style.  The expected standard to achieve is around grade 
3/4 but I must stress that it is not a requirement to take any external music exams. 
 
Composing 
You need to compose two pieces, one must be in response to a brief set by the exam board 
and one must be a piece of free composition, the minimum time for both pieces must be at 
least 3 minutes.  The two pieces are coursework that are written under controlled 
conditions.  The first will be done in the summer term of Year 10, the second in the 
Christmas term of Year 11. 
 
Appraising 
This will be assessed in June of Year 11 as an exam lasting 1 hour 45 minutes.  You will cover 
four areas of study with works covering a wide variety of styles – from Bach to film and pop 
music.  The questions asked mostly require short responses but some may be longer essay 
style questions.  There is a requirement for students to read and write staff notation and 
respond to unfamiliar music in the exam.  The unfamiliar questions will be related to your 
set works. 
 
Is GCSE Music for me? 
Do you enjoy performing?  Do you enjoy listening to music?  If the answer is yes, then you 
will enjoy GCSE music.  You must be prepared to listen to all genres of music and you need to 
be able to read music – not necessarily fluently – but it is advisable that you start developing 
this skill in preparation for the start of the course. 
 

GCSE students are expected to support the extra-curricular life of the department by 
attending at least one of the ensembles offered within the school. 

 

 
 
 



 
NCFE TECHNICAL AWARD IN MUSIC TECHNOLOGY  

– LEVEL 1/2 
 

 

Who is this qualification for? 
Are you interested in a hands-on qualification that will allow you to gain the practical skills 
needed for creating music using technology? 
 

What will I study? 
UNIT 1 – using a digital audio workstation 
UNIT 2 – creating music 
UNIT 3 – sound recording 
UNIT 4 – sound creation. 

This course will cover many aspects of music technology from the use of microphones 
through to creating music on garageband, marketing of music and recording music in a 
studio.  You will learn about the physics behind sound waves and how to add special effects 
to recorded sound. You will cover skills such as: 

• The set up and use of a digital Audio workstation 

• The creation of music using audio and MIDI editing tools 

• How to recreate music within a given / chosen style 

• Plan for and undertake a studio recording session 

• Use mixing techniques to make a multi-track recording 

• Explore sound creation 

• How cultural developments have influenced the creation of new musical styles (eg Grime) 

How will my work be marked? 
You will create a portfolio of evidence that will be marked by an external assessor.  In 
addition, you will have to sit a final externally set and assessed question paper and will have 
a short practical assessment at the end of the two-year course.    
 

Diploma 
Level 

Guided learning hours Assessment requirements 

1  140 plus a 4-hour external 
assessment 

Internally assessed and externally quality 
assured portfolio of evidence.  Final question 
paper and practical assessment 

2 140 hours plus a 2 X 2-hour 
external exam 

Same as level 2 but candidates will be 
expected to go into more detail in their 
answers and show a greater range of skills in 
their work. 

 
It is important to note that this course will only run if sufficient numbers opt for it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WHAT IS THE GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE? 

• One unit of coursework (60% of your final grade): You will develop 

the theme of this work alongside support from your teacher. Over 2 

years you will produce a portfolio of work, showing evidence of 

your photographic experimentation and understanding, developing 

your ideas, exploring the media and looking at the work of other 

photographers, leading to a final piece or pieces. 

• Exam (40% of your final grade): You select a starting point from 

your exam paper. You then have around 8-10 weeks to produce a 

body of supporting work (Ideas, planning, links to photographers, 

creative photographic development etc). In your exam itself (10 

hours, spread over 2 school days), you will create a piece or pieces 

of work in response to the theme you selected, using your 

supporting work to help you. 

•  

 

If you’d like to discuss the Photography GCSE in more detail, please feel free to speak to your art teacher. 

 

IMPORTANT THINGS TO CONSIDER: 
 

• HOMEWORK: A positive homework routine is VITAL for success at GCSE. Homework supports your 
classwork and helps you develop independence. Successful students spend more than an hour a week on 
this work. Poor homework organisation is the biggest factor influencing the success and stress levels of our 
GCSE students.  

• DEADLINES: We have carefully structured the course to help you manage the workload expectations. 
Missing deadlines is another factor influencing student success and stress. Good organisation and 
communication with your teacher is, therefore, VITAL. 

 

 

 
GCSE PHOTOGRPAHY 

(After school class, Tuesdays 3:30 – 5:00pm) 
 

 
In GCSE Photography, you will learn the key technical skills and knowledge you need by practising 
and experimenting with a wide range of creative photographic processes. You will also learn about 
the work of Photographers from across History and from different cultures. If you are interested in 
working in Journalism, Film or TV, Graphic Design or Photography itself, this is the option choice for 
you. 
During the 2-year Photography course, you will be introduced to different ways of working in 
photography (such as time-lapse, stop-motion, photo-montage, digital manipulation and more). Your 

creative and technical skills using a camera will be developed 
through experimentation and in your taught sessions. This will 
help build your confidence and help you to produce successful, 
imaginative and diverse work.  
You will be introduced to exciting photographers, modern and 
traditional, and will also explore different photographic genres. 
You will also explore your own, creative ideas in response to a 
theme of your choosing.  
GCSE Photography is run after school, once a week, from 3:30 – 
5:00pm, so does not take up an option block but is an extra GCSE. 
Joining the course will require a dedicated commitment to attend 
your lessons and complete the homework set. Places will be 
capped to no more than 20 students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
 
The course builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills established in Key Stage 3 Physical 
Education. It will encourage you to become more competent, confident and expert in your 
techniques and apply them across different sports and physical activities whilst deepening your 
knowledge of content previously studied. You should have an interest in physical education and 
sport, enjoy being active and appreciate the benefits of keeping fit and healthy. 
 
What will I learn? 
 
You will: 

• develop your knowledge and practical skills in a range of physical activities 

• examine the effects of exercise and how training can improve performance 

• find ways to improve your own performances in a variety of roles 

• identify ways to develop and maintain a healthy and active lifestyle through participation in 
physical activity 

• appreciate the benefits of promoting ‘sport for all’. 
 
This will be done through a combination of theory and practical. The theory content will be taught in 
the classroom during 5 lessons a fortnight and the practical activities will be taught through the core 
PE lessons that all students have and extra-curricular sessions.  
 

Component 1 – Examination  
30% 

Component 3 – Controlled assessment 
40% 

Component 1: The human body and 
movement in physical activity and sport. 
This is externally assessed through a 
written examination paper of 1 hour and 
15 minutes at the end of Year 11. This will 
contribute a maximum of 30% towards 
your total marks. 
 
 

Component 3 is assessed in two sections: 
 
Section 1 – You are assessed in 3 practical 
activities (1 team sport, 1 individual sport 
and 1 free choice). You can achieve 30% of 
the marks from your 3 performances. 
Internal assessments will take place 
throughout the 2 years and some sports 
will be subject to external moderation.  
 
Section 2 – Analysis and evaluation of 
performance to bring about improvement 
in one activity. 
 

• In order to achieve the best practical 
marks, you will be expected to 
regularly participate and compete.in 
the 3 sports you wish to be assessed 
in, either within school where 
possible, or externally. 

Component 2 – Examination  
30% 

Component 2: Socio-cultural influences 
and well-being in physical activity and 
sport. 
This is externally assessed through a 
written examination paper of 1 hour 15 
minutes at the end of Year 11. This will 
contribute a maximum of 30% towards 
your total marks.  
 

 
It must be stressed that this is a very demanding course both practically and theoretically and 
students must be well equipped and prepared to work extremely hard at both practical and theory 
lessons. You must not think you can rely only on your practical skills. 

 
 

 
 
 



  
GCSE RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY  

 
 

AQA GCSE Religious Studies Specification A 
 

1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The aim of the course is to encourage students to develop their knowledge and understanding of 
religious beliefs and teachings as well as non-religious beliefs, such as atheism and humanism. This 
will enable them to develop their ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and 
structured written arguments and so reflect on and develop their own values, beliefs and attitudes in 
the light of what they have learnt; so, contributing to their preparation for adult life in a pluralistic 
society and global community. 

The course consists of:  

Year 10 - Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices. 

In this, students will focus on two world religions, Buddhism and Christianity. They will explore their 
core beliefs, the lives of their founders, worship, festivals and the roles of these faiths in the lives of 
individuals, communities and societies, particularly in the UK. 

Year 11 - Component 2: Thematic studies. 
In this, all students study four out of a possible six philosophical and ethical themes that impact on 
contemporary society. 
The four themes are chosen from: 
A. Religion, relationships and families, including religious attitudes towards the nature and purpose of 

families, gender equality, marriage, divorce and human sexuality. 
B. Religion and life, including the value of the universe, human and animal life with particular reference to 

the issues of abortion, euthanasia and animal experimentation. 
C. The existence of God and revelation, including philosophical arguments for and against the existence of 

God. 
D. Religion, peace and conflict, including causes of violence, terrorism and war and the role of religion and 

belief in 21st century conflict. 
E. Religion, crime and punishment, including the causes of crime, the purpose of punishment and ethical 

arguments related to the death penalty. 
F. Religion, human rights and social justice, including the rights enshrined in the United Nations 

declaration on Human Rights and issues around equality, discrimination in society, wealth and poverty 
and exploitation of the poor.   

2. ASSESSMENT 

There is no coursework but two written exams of 1 hour 45 minutes each, taken at the end of Year 11.  

3. A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS 

A level Religious Studies is an obvious choice but the GCSE is equally complimentary to the study of History, 
Sociology, Psychology or Politics. There is no real limit to the careers you can pursue with a GCSE or A level 
in Religious Studies. Most students tend towards careers involving interaction with people; the law, 
education, armed services, emergency services, Human Resources, charity work, the administration of the 
NHS and other large organizations that have a variety of roles to play in society. 

 
    
 


